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Try the Uplook 
By Mary E. Blankley 


Genesis 13:14 


RE you tired and heavy laden, 
Burdened with a load of care? 

Does the road seem dark and dreary— 

Dull, gray shadows everywhere? 
Lift your tired eyes, sad trav'ler, 

To your God, whence comes your aid; 
He has promised, He is faithful, 

Listen to the word He said— 


Try a glance of faith and courage, 

To the hills of praise and prayer; 
Leave the outlook—try the uplook! 
Christ is waiting, watching there. 
Leave the dark and unknown future 
In His patient, powerful hand— 

He will lead thee, and uphold thee, 
Trust Him! He will understand. 


ye 
The Blight of Mental Illness 


Like clouds blotting out mountain 
peaks and spreading their shadows over 
sunny valleys, mental and emotional 
illness are darkening the scene of our 
Americah life. The National Association 
for Mental Health and more than three 
hundred voluntary mental health asso- 
ciations are trying to do something about 
it. The sinister picture is sketched in a 
pamphlet issued by the Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Association for Mental 
Health entitled, “The Story That Must 
Be Told Over and Over Again.” Men- 


tal and emotional illness affects nine mil- 
“Every 3 minutes the 


lion Americans. 


doors swing open—inward—in mental 
institutions. .. . During .. . 1950 nearly 
a million people received treatment in 
mental hospitals. . . . For tomorrow 
the statistical forecast is—‘l in 12.’ 
We spend $600,000,000 in tax money each 
year to keep the mentally ill in hospitals. 
But it’s only part of the story. 
Besides the mentally ill, there are mil- 
lions of others—the troubled and malad- 
justed, those suffering from emotional 
disorders—millions who grope their 
twisted way through life beset by dis- 
turbances as disabling as the ravages of 
physical illness. . . , The overanxious, 
insecure mother, the despairing alcoholic 
father. The teen n-ager mistakenly bat- 
tling the world through delinquency, 
narcotics, vice. The people driven 
into suicide, violence and murder 
through impulses they cannot control. 
Many emotional disorders can be 
adjusted. Many can be averted. But 
there has to be someone who’ll help!” 
The efforts of these mental health asso- 
ciations are commendable, but they are 
missing the real source of man’s trouble 
and the best remedy. The writer of the 
pamphlet comes near the solution when 


< 


he says, “There has to be someone who'll 
help!” There is Someone, who came “to 
heal the broken-hearted, to preach de- 
liverance to the captives to set at 
liberty them that are bruised,” and who 
said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” It would be quite unfair 
to say that all mental illness is the 
direct result of sin, but “delinquency,” 
“maladjustment” are often euphemisms 
for sin, and many mental and emotional 
disorders are basically spiritual. Often 
the first need is forgiveness of sin, which 
comes only through Christ; and He alone 
can give “the peace that passeth under- 
standing.” Many a mental and nervous 
break could be prevented by the Bible 
and prayer, and complete adjustment to 
the will of God. The tragedy of so much 
mental illness is aggravated by the fact 
that the experts who are trying to treat 
it for the most part willfully ignore 
God’s provision for mental and spiritual 
health. How different things would be 
if the Mental Health Association would 
heed Jeremiah’s pleading, “O earth, 
earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord” 
(Jer, 22:29)! 
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Only “Old Women” 


Translated by Ernest Gordon from an article by Emmi Busch in Licht 
und Leben 


T TIMES when this phrase is used, 
A generally with a trace of depre- 

ciation in the voice, I feel a bit 
troubled. “Only old women were at 
the meeting,” “Old women, only, came 
to the Union,” “Only old women were 
interested in the Tract Mission.” One 
gets the impression at times in our 
church life that a single man counts 
more than ten old women. It is as if 
every woman, when she begins to grow 
old, should feel a sense of shame at 
being classified in this little regarded 
category. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For ye have need of patience, 
that, after ye have done the will 
of God, ye might receive the prom- 
ise” (Heb. 10:36). 




















We should perhaps recall the words 

of the apostle in First Corinthians, “But 

God hath chosen the weak things 

of the world [also of the Christian 

world] . and things which are not” 
(1 Cor, 1:27, 28). 

It may well be that just such old 
women, who are the purchased posses- 
sion of the Lord, are particularly choice 
and precious to Him. In any case I have 
here and there in my lifetime met such 
personalities from whom I have received 
strong impressions and of whom I would 
gladly speak—to the honor of their class. 

First comes to memory old Mother 
Spilker in my Westphalian native vil- 
lage. Through suffering she was a ripe 
“mother in Christ” with a restful heart 
and great God-given wisdom. When the 
young pastor, in the commotion of his 
new Official life, longed for a little quiet, 
or when in difficult situations he needed 
advice, he would then turn to this spir- 
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itual doctor and never went away with- 
out strength and quickening. At his sug- 
gestion, a happy group of us young people 
on a May morning—my marriage morn 
—went to her dying bedside and there 
sung a hymn of eternity. It was worth 
noticing that it did not seem to us un- 
fitting. This participation in her Home- 
going gave to our joyous hour the right 
and shining tone. 

Old Mrs. Lahm had been blind for 
thirty years and at eighty was very frail. 
I met her in the Women’s Missionary 
Prayer Meeting, to which she had to be 
led by two other women. Sunk back 
in the great chair, her white head bent 
forward, better to hear, she listened to 
all the good things related about mis- 
sions. But when we gathered for prayer, 
then she came alive. From her mouth 
issued such praise of God as I rarely 
have heard from another. In jubilation 
she thanked Him for all His faithfulness 
and love. This psalm-like song of praise 
seemed to me at the time as a fore- 
taste of the mighty worship around 
God’s throne, where blind eyes are again 
open. As Miriam in the old days, she 
drew us after her in worship of God. 
I could wish that I might ever learn 
better, amid all the misery of this world, 
how to join in such mighty accord in 
praise of God’s faithfulness and mercy. 

Old Mother Volz was no average 
Christian. She was at times a much- 
discussed personality in the parish. She 
was called overzealous. In her fragile 
body dwelt a fiery soul and she was 
driven forward by a never-slackening 
glow of love for the things of the Lord. 

I recall her last visit to our house. I 
knew that she had an advanced case of 
cancer and was indeed astonished that 
she had been able to drag herself to 
us. Her face was deathly pale, sweat 
drops of suffering stood on her forehead, 
but her eyes were beaming. With de- 
light she told us how the children on 
the street gathered about her to hear 
Bible stories and how joyfully they sang 
with her, “Our God Is Love.” She spoke 
with passion of the things of the King- 
dom—“They must be pressed onward 
with power.” She spoke of men’s souls 
—“They must be won to Christ.” When 
she finally stopped from sheer exhaus- 
tion, it occurred to me to ask about her 
health. How was she getting on with 
her terrible cancer? Whereat she just 
waved her hand impatiently, saying, 
“What do I care for the cancer?” 

When I think of her, always the great 
word of an old-time man of God comes 
to mind, 

Taeglich meinem Ich zu sterben, 

Seelen fuer das Lamm zu werben 

Ist mein Beruf. 

(“Daily to bring mine I to death; 

To win souls for the Lamb, 

That’s my calling.”) 


Old Mrs, Zander was a source of much 
kindness in my early married life, so 
I felt it my duty to call on her in her 
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little, old room at Bethel. At first sight 
I said to myself, “How old she’s grown; 
she’s but a shadow of her former self!” 
But the former goodness shone from her 
eyes; she recognized me immediately 
and beamed with joy. I must tell her 
of all the dear friends, of the Christian 
life in the home town, of the children 
now grown up; she tired neither of 
hearing nor asking. At times she went 
over old memories; a little painful it 
was to hear her, for she had to stop 
now and then for want of words. I 
thought with pity: “How dreadful to 
grow old when artery-hardening be- 
comes ever worse! What a trial!” At 
the end we prayed together and my 
compassion was then turned into great 
astonishment. Not her own need, noth- 
ing of daily things, not the sorrow of 
her suffering brought her to the Lord! 
No, rather in these words did she cry 
to Him: 

“O Lord, grant that we be given pro- 
fessors in our theological seminaries full 
of the Holy Ghost, so that young stu- 
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dents be not misled, but may be equip- 
ped to be real servants of the Word in 
coming years.” 

I might long continue and tell of other 
old women for whose witness we thank 
God daily, for whose life we ever and 
again plead with the Lord, simply be- 
cause we cannot do without them, they 
are such a great asset in the Christian 
Church. A foreigner in Germany said 
of late, “Of active men I find many here: 
of still men, few.” How we should re- 
joice at the remembrance of all these 
still, old women in whose company we 
pause and rest because of their fine, 
good hearts. How should not their lives 
fire us to co-operation, their zeal kindle 
us to greater service, their far, Kingdom- 
of-God outlook shame us! 

God wants not only old women. He 
wants not only youth. It should be in 
the Christian flock as in the One Hun- 
dred and Forty-eighth Psalm: 

“Both young men, and maidens; old 
men and children: 

Let them praise the name of the Lord.” 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Why Say “Roman Catholic”? 


No doubt you have been grieved and 
somewhat amazed at the propaganda 
being put out by the Roman Catholic 
Church in these days. One of their 
pamphlets before me as I write is en- 
titled, “Do Not Say ‘Roman’ Catholic 
But Catholic.” During the past year 
or so I have written editors of various 
religious magazines suggesting that we 
Protestants were very careless in the 
way we used the term “Catholic.” 
Surely we should never say, write, or 
print “Catholic” when referring to the 
Roman church, but rather always use 
me term “Roman” before the “Catho- 
ic.” 

There is no “Catholic” church in the 
true sense of the word, apart from that 
group of true believers found scat- 
tered wherever the Gospel has been 
preached, 

May I suggest that THe Sunpay 
ScuHooLt Times make it a practice al- 
ways to put in the word “Roman” 
when referring to the Roman Catholic 
Church or people and thus begin a 
campaign of education along that line. 
You might even be able to suggest 
through your columns that Christians 
everywhere always refer to the church 
and the people as “Roman Catholic” 
rather than just as “Catholic.”—A Wis- 
consin pastor, 


Because of popular usage “Catholic” 
to many means “Roman Catholic.” But 
the Wisconsin pastor is right in making 
the distinction between the two. 

Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary has 
quite a dissertation on the two terms. 
The adjective “catholic” means: “1. Uni- 
versal or general, . _ . 2. Universal or 
general in human affairs or interests; af- 
fecting mankind as a whole, or affecting 
what is universal in human interest; 
also, broad or comprehensive in sym- 
pathies or understanding; liberal; as, a 
catholic taste, 3. Of or pertaining to the 
church universal; specifically, designat- 


ing, or pertaining to, the ancient un- 
divided Christian church or a church or 
churches claiming historical continuity 
from it; hence, the true apostolic church; 
orthodox. . Since the Reformation 
Catholic has been used in the following 
senses: a. pertaining to or designating 
that body of Christians, or that church, 
of which the Pope, the bishop of Rome, 
is the spiritual head, and which is com- 
posed of Catholics of the Latin rite 
(often in English-speaking countries, 
especially in the law, designated Roman 
Catholics) and Catholics of various East- 
ern rites, or Uniats, the title accepted 
by members of that communion and 
frequent in general use. . , .b. Pertain- 
ing to or designating a body of Christians 
belonging to any of various churches, 
which claim apostolic succession , , , in 
their historic episcopate. c. Designating 
the entire body of Christian believers, 
or that part of it which accepts the 
Apostles’ Creed.” 

The Apostles’ Creed declares, “I believe 
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints; , , .” 
Here the word “catholic” means the 
body of all true believers everywhere. 

It is hard to change popular usage, 
but Christians would do well to be care- 
ful not to call the great apostate church 
the “Catholic Church,” but speak of it 
as the “Roman Catholic Church,” or the 
“Roman Church.” 


Beware, in your prayer, above every- 
thing, of limiting God, not only by un- 
belief, but by fancying that you know 
what He can do. Expect unexpected 
things, above all that we ask or think. 
—Andrew Murray. 
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IV. The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual Life 


Sanctification as a gift of God 





sense is a gift. 

Nothing is more essential in or- 
der to dwell in God’s presence than holi- 
ness. Forgiveness of sins is not all we 
need. Peace alone is not sufficient. A 
perfect righteousness which places us in 
a position of acceptance with God is not 
all that is provided for us in the Gospel. 
There must be likeness to God—conform- 
ity of heart—oneness of nature. 

But what God requires He first pro- 
vides. This is cne of the chief features 
of grace: “all things are of God.” And 
grace characterizes each step in the be- 
liever’s progress. Salvation from sin is 
possible only because we are not left 
to ourselves—to our own merits, our own 
efforts, or our own resources. He is the 
“God of all grace.” The moment we act 
as if we had to meet His demands from 
ourselves, that moment we forsake the 
ground of grace. 

Salvation is of grace, because it is a 
gift. It is all included in Christ. 


Lene sanctification in its fullest 


What About Eleventh Hour Repentance? 

Now we know that without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord (Heb. 12:14); 
and yet we believe that Christ is able to 
save the sinner even at the very last 
moment of his earthly existence. Taking 
holiness only in the one sense of a 
process or work wrought in us by the 
Holy Ghost suggests a difficulty. It may 
reasonably be asked, If without holiness 
no man can see the Lord, what becomes 
of those who, like the penitent thief, 
come to Christ at the eleventh hour? 
They have no time or opportunity for 
the growth and development of sancti- 
fication. 

But the difficulty leads one to inquire, 
What does the Scripture mean by holi- 
ness? That it often refers to the process 
which is wrought in us by the Holy 
Spirit all must admit. but that Christ 
Himself is made of God unto us sanc- 
tification as well as righteousness, many 
of God’s children fail to understand. 
One of God’s greatest gifts—bound up in 
His “unspeakable Gift”—is that of holi- 
ness. 

But what is holiness? How does God 
teach us what holiness means? Does 
He give us an abstract definition—a 
mere verbal description? No; He sends 
us His Son; He sets before us a person, 
a living embodiment, His own ideal of 
holiness, 

Jesus is God’s conception of a perfect 
man. In His life on earth we have set 
before us God’s ideal of divine holiness 
manifested and unfolded in a real human 
nature. 

God sent His Son, not only to be the 
“Just One,” who should fulfill all right- 


In last week’s issue Mr. Hopkins 
discussion of sanctification as a proc- 
ess and an attitude was presented. 
In this issue the third aspect of sanc- 
tification is taken up. Mr. Hopkins 
emphasizes and illustrates clearly 
the work of the Holy Spirit in the 
hearts of those who are saved. 

An American edition of Mr. Hop- 
kins’ book, “The Law of Liberty in 
the Spiritual Life,” from which these 
articles are taken, will be issued this 
fall by The Sunday School Times 
Company. 








eousness and meet all the claims of His 
righteous law, He sent Him to be the 
“Holy One,” who should satisfy all the 
desires of a Father’s heart, as the One 
in whom He could ever delight. He 
was therefore made wisdom to us from 
God, even righteousness and sanctifica- 
tion. 

But how did Christ become sanctifica- 
tion unto us? He Himself declares, “For 
their sakes I sanctify myself, that they 
also might be sanctified through the 
truth” (John 17:19); or, to make their 
sanctification possible, He sanctifies Him- 
self. Christ here puts before us the 
progressive aspect of His own sanctifica- 
tion. Already He was sanctified by the 
Father. “Say ye of him, whom the 
Father hath sanctified,” etc. (John 10: 
36). But He speaks now of His own 
personal consecration to the will of His 
Father, which should secure the sancti- 
fication of His believing ones. 

What He would subsequently unfold 
and develop in those who should be 
brought into living union with Himself 
He first realizes in Himself. Their holi- 
ness should be essentially the same as 
that which was being accomplished in 
His own person, 

It is important here to bear in mind 
that “to sanctify is not synonymous with 
to purify. To purify oneself implies that 
one is defiled: to sanctify oneself is sim- 
ply to consecrate to God the natural 
powers of the soul and of the body, as 
soon as they come into. exercise” 
(Godet). 

He who was from the beginning abso- 
lutely holy became our holiness. He 
who was from the first absolutely per- 
fect became perfected. Christ became 
in Himself, through trial and suffering, 
what He would afterwards be in us; 
namely, sanctification. The holiness of 
His believing ones should be the result 
and outcome of His own indwelling. 

And so we read, “He .. . learned... 
obedience by the things which he suf- 
fered” (Heb. 5:8). This denotes, not a 
transition from disobedience to obe- 
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dience, but the development in His own 
person and experience of the principle 
of entire consecration to God in connec- 
tion with the trials and sufferings of a 
real human life, which has constituted 
Him the Captain of our salvation. “Be- 
ing made perfect He became the author 
of eternal salvation” (Heb. 5:9). The 
“perfecting” of Jesus as the “Leader of 
salvation” was historically accomplished 
in His person, and in this manner, by 
His having actually passed through and 
completed His career of human trial and 
suffering. 

He traversed the whole realm of faith; 
He ascended the whole scale, from the 
lowest to the highest step; He has gone 
through the whole course. He is the 
Leader and the Perfecter of faith (Heb. 
12:2); He has preceded the whole com- 
pany of believers. He is the princely 
Leader of the faith-life; He came to ful- 
fill the true ideal of faith. He not only 
taught it in precept, illustrated it in 
parable, encouraged it by miracle; He 
exemplified it in His own life. 

He became One in whom faith was 
exhibited in perfection. Faith cannot 
be exhibited without trial. Trial must 
have its course. “Knowing this, that the 
trying of your faith worketh patience 
But let patience have her perfect work, 
that ye may be perfect and entire, want- 
ing nothing” (Jas, 1:3, 4). 


We Must Possess the Holy One 

Christ then, who is the Pattern and 
Example, has also become the “author 
of eternal salvation,” not merely as the 
external source, but as the indwelling 
Life—the vital Cause of our personal 
transformation. And this He becomes to 
all those obeying Him. Having reached 
the goal Himself, He becomes the cause 
or origin of their sanctification. 

From this we learn that to become 
holy we must possess the Holy One. It 
must be Christ in us. Without that holi- 
ness “no man shall see the Lord.” Holi- 
ness of walk flows from the Holy One 
Conformity to the will of God in con- 
duct is the outcome of conformity to 
the will of God in heart and mind: and 
this can only be brought about by en- 
shrining Christ as Lord in our hearts 
(1 Pet. 3:15). That is, “Render to Christ 
in the inmost chamber of your being 
the reverence which belongs to Him who 
claims to be your Proprietor and Mas- 
ter” (Beet). Possess the source, and you 
have the stream. This is that “holiness, 
without which no man shall see the 
Lord.” 

But although this Gift is a present 
possession in the case of every believer, 
how many there are that fail to appre- 
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hend what it is they really do possess 
in Christ! It is one thing to be the owner 
of an estate, it is another thing to know 
what it contains. It is one thing to be 
in actual possession of the property, an- 
other thing to know the vast treasures 
of wealth that lie beneath the surface. 
So we may have received Christ Jesus 
the Lord into our hearts, and yet we 
may have seen but little as yet com- 
paratively of the riches of grace and of 
glory stored up in Him for our daily 
realization, 

And therefore, though Christ is ours 
~—we have Him as a present possession 
—we must still follow on to know Him 
more perfectly. He must be ever the 
object of our daily aspirations. “Follow 
“pe holiness, without which no man 
shall see the Lord.” This implies activ- 
ity, earnestness, diligence, zeal. To fol- 
low after an object is to have it con- 
Stantly before you; you do not lose sight 
of it. It dwells in your thoughts; it be- 
comes a part of your very life; it enters 
into your practice; it stamps your char- 
acter. That which is the object of your 
desire and the aim of your energies will 
have a transforming influence on your 
life. 

But this is a very different thing from 
saying that our likeness to Christ is just 
the result of a mere imitation of Jesus 
Christ. Christ is our sanctification in a 
far higher sense than that in which He 
is our pattern. He is our holiness, be- 
cause He Himself dwells in us, to con- 
trol our whole moral being, to transfigure 
-our whole lives, and to become in us 
the spring of all our thoughts and words 
and deeds. 

But lest, by dwelling on the human 
side of Christ’s earthly course as ex- 
hibiting God’s ideal of holiness, we 
should for a moment lose sight of His 
essential deity, and the necessity of that 
deity in connection with our sanctifica- 
tion, we would here add some valuable 
remarks by the gifted author whose writ- 
ings we have already frequently quoted: 

“All that you withdraw from the es- 
sential and personal divinity of Christ 
you take away from the reality of that 
holiness which constitutes your glorious 
destiny. I am struck by two expres- 
sions in this passage (Gal. 2:20) and by 
their instructive connection: ‘The Son 
of God, who loved me’; and, ‘Christ 
liveth in me.’ A man could not live in 
another man. A man can leave us his 
memory, his example, his teaching; but 
he cannot live again in us. If Jesus is 
only a holy man, complete and normal 
Christian sanctification is necessarily re- 
duced to the sincere effort to follow and 
emulate Him; and the Church would be 
nothing more than an association of well- 
disposed people, united together for the 
purpose of doing good, while studying 
their pattern, Jesus Christ. This is the 


level to which the most elevated and the 
most glorious ideas of the gospel will 
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immediately descend, when once the 
crown of deity has been snatched from 
the head of Christ. 

“But, as Scripture and experience both 
teach us, true Christian holiness is some- 
thing more than effort, an aspiration of 
man: it is a communication of God to 
man; it is Christ in person who comes 
and dwells in us by the Holy Spirit. 
Thus St. Paul calls Christ, not only our 
righteousness, but also our sanctification. 
And in St. John’s Gospel Jesus expresses 
Himsedf thus: ‘I will not leave you com- 
fortless: I will come to you’; ‘at that 
day’—the day of the coming of the Holy 
Ghost—‘ye shall know that I am in my 
Father, and ye in me, and I in you’; ‘he 
that loveth me shall be loved of my 
Father, and . . . We will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him’; ‘because 
I live, ye shall live also... Who must He 
be, He who not only comes and dwells 
in us by the Holy Spirit, but whose in- 
dwelling is, at the same time, the in- 
dwelling of the Father? ‘Without’—or, 
out of— ‘me ye can do nothing,’ con- 
tinues Jesus; ‘I am the vine, ye are the 
branches; He that abideth in me, and I 
in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit.’ The Spirit ‘shall glorify Me.’ 

“The divine Spirit can never be said 
to communicate a man to other men. 
The divine Spirit does not glorify a man 
in the heart and in the life of other men. 
The divine Spirit glorifies a divine Be- 
ing, the Son, who in His turn glorifies 
the Father. This truth is expressed in 
the form also of baptism, and is at the 
same time the secret of Christian sancti- 
fication; for holiness is Christ, and God 
in Christ, dwelling in us by the Holy 


Recent Excavations in the 
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Spirit. And the Church? The Church is 
not only a voluntary association of sincere 
imitators of Jesus Christ, it is the body 
of Christ, the living organ which He fills 
with His plenitude” (Godet). 

And so in His Church, Christ is stil] 
on earth, fulfilling that glorious declara- 
tion, “Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world.” And this 
apprehension of Christ as our sanctifica- 
tion does not in the least detract from 
the honor due to the Holy Ghost as our 
sanctifier. Both facts are, not only in 
the most perfect harmony, but are neces- 
sary the one to the other. 

“Perhaps it will be asked,” writes Prbv- 
fessor Godet, “what is the connection 
between the pasSages in which our sanc- 
tification is attributed to the Holy Spirit 
and those in which it is attributed to 
Christ Himself living in us? (Gal. 2:20.) 

“The answer is easy. In reality these 
two classes of expression refer to one 
and the same fact. What is the work of 
the Holy Spirit? It is to impart Christ 
to us, with everything that is His, and 
to make Him live again in us, as the 
grain of wheat which lies dead in the 
earth is made by the power of nature to 
live again in each of the grains in the 


- ear. And, on the other hand, by what 


means does Christ live in us? By the 
operation of the Holy Spirit. There 
takes place in believers, by the power of 
that divine Agent, an effect similar to 
that which produced the miraculous 
birth of Jesus Christ. ‘My little chil- 
dren,’ said St. Paul, ‘of whom I travail 
in birth again until Christ be formed in 
you’” (Gal, 4:19). 
(To be continued) 


Holy Land 


Digging at Herodian Jericho and ancient Dibon 


URING the spring of 1952, the writer 

and his wife were in Palestine, 
carrying on archaeological work, and 
were able to be at Old Testament Jeri- 
cho as observers each week during the 
last four weeks of the current excava- 
tions. In the subsequent weeks, among 
other activities, the writer worked as a 
staff member of the American Schools of 
Oriental Research at ancient Dibon, dur- 
ing the first part of the 1952 operation. 
The present-day site, called Dhiban, is 
identified with ancient Dibon, which, in 
Old Testament times, was evidently the 
capital city of Mesha, king of the Moab- 
ites. The Bible gives us a detailed de- 
scription of Mesha’s revolt in the ninth 
century B.C, in the days of King Jehosh- 
aphat (2 Kings 3). 

Our work in Palestine also gave an 
opportunity to visit again excavations 
made during the past year, and to re- 
port on them in the light of the pre- 
liminary published reports. In the fol- 
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lowing paragraphs are summaries of two 
of these recent excavations. 





Herodian Jericho 


N MARCH, 1951, and again in March, 

1952, we visited the site that has been 
called “Herodian Jericho” (located over 
a mile from Old Testament Jericho). 
In 1951, the American Schools of Orien- 
tal Research carried on a ten-week cam- 
paign there, and unearthed the ground 
courses of the walls of a building about 
280 by 150 feet (86 by 46 meters), The 
structure consisted of a number of rooms 
surrounding three sides of a court mea- 
suring 130 by 115 feet. The rooms on 
the north side included two rooms with 
mosaic floors, a large reservoir, two 
basins with steps leading to the bottom, 
and a tiled room. The presence of these 
features has suggested that the building 
may have been a gymnasium or a place 
for bathing and physical exercise, rather 
than a palace. 











wa 
bee 
un 


tw 
the 
fac 
bu 












lls 


— ee a a a 












Lesson for August 10 


A first century date, probably in the 
time of Christ, is proposed by the ex- 
cavator on the basis of Roman pottery 
and the presence of forty-nine coins, 
principally from the time of Herod the 
Great, Hered Archelaus, and Herod 
Agrippa. The discovery of 259 Arabic 
coins suggests either the construction 
or the re-use of the remains of the build- 
ing during the eighth century A.D. The 
report of one of the directors of the ex- 
cavation, James B. Pritchard, favors the 
latter interpretation, namely, that the 
lines of the entire building were laid out 
and constructed in the Roman period 
(about 2,000 years ago), and that there 
was considerable re-use of the structure 
with little addition except repairs made 
in the time of Arab occupation in the 
eighth century A.D.1 

After the 1951 excavations, the re- 
mains of the large building were photo- 
graphed and the plans were drawn, and 
then the structure was covered again, 
so that the land could be returned to 
the owners. One can still see, however, 
a few rods to the north, the unusual 
walls and facades of what may have 
been the Herodian gardens, excavated 
under the direction of Prof, James A. 
Kelso in 1950. Future excavation be- 
tween the two structures may determine 
the relationship between this grand 
facade, excavated in 1950, and the large 
building to the south, found in 1951 and 
described above. 





Herodian Jericho and the Bible 
F THE forty-nine coins found in the 
excavation, eleven were those of 
Herod the Great, suggesting a use of 
this area and these buildings in the time 
of this king, who ruled over Judea from 
37 to 4 B.C. He is known to Bible 
readers as the king who, at the time of 
Christ’s birth, gave the order that all 
the children of Bethlehem and the ad- 
jacent regions under two years of age 
should be slain (Matt. 2:16). It was 
Herod the Great who rebuilt the Temple 
of the Jews at Jerusalem, which was 
still in the process of final construction 
at the time of Christ's public ministry, 
some “forty and six years” after the 

reconstruction began (John 2:20) .2 
Over half of the coins (twenty-seven out 
of forty-nine) belong to Herod Arche- 
laus, the oldest son of Herod the Great. 
Upon the death of his father, Herod 
Archelaus came to rule over Judea and 
Samaria (4 B.C. to A.D. 6), but ruled 





1See “The 1951 Campaign at Herodian Jeri- 
cho,” by James B. Pritchard, Bulletin of the 
American Schools of Oriental Research, Num- 
ber 123, October, 1951, pp. 8-17. On Pritch- 
ard’s view that the construction of the build- 
ing was in Roman times and that it was 
merely re-used, not originally built, in Arab 
times, see p. 15, 16. 

2For a fuller description of the activities 
of Herod the Great, see Joseph P. Free, 
“Archaeology and Bible History,” Wheaton, 
Ill., Van Kampen Press, 1950, pp. 276-280. 
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with such an iron hand that he finally 
had his possessions taken from him and 
was banished to Vienna in Gaul.% 

Six of the coins belonged to Herod 
Agrippa. This grandson of Herod the 
Great was given the area of Galilee in 
A.D. 39, and by currying favor with 
the emperor of Rome, he gained Judea 
and Samaria as well (A.D. 40). Herod 
Agrippa endeavored to be tactful with 
the Jews, taking sides against the Chris- 
tians, and even slaying James the Apos- 
tle with the sword (Acts 12:1-3). 

These discoveries of the garden and 
structures of what is evidently Herodian 
Jericho add to our general knowledge 
in rounding out the picture of the back- 
ground of the time of the Herods, of 
the life of Christ, and the New Testa- 
ment period. 





Ancient Dibon 

URING the spring of 1951, the writer 

and his wife participated in the first 
part of the excavation of ancient Dibon 
(modern name, Dhiban), and again, in 
the spring of 1952, the writer was on the 
staff during the first part of the second 
campaign. A report on this year’s work 
will be released by the American Schools 
of Oriental Research a little later. How- 
ever, some of the results of last year’s 
excavations have been published by Dr. 
F. V. Winnett, the director of the Amer- 
ican Schools in 1951.4 

Ancient Dibon, mentioned several 
times in the Bible (cf. Num. 21:26-30), 
was an important city of the Moabites, 
and may have been the capital of the 
Moabite kingdom for a time. Dr. Win- 
nett’s report indicates the discovery of 
five city walls, apparently dating from 
different periods. The largest and strong- 
est wall averaged from six and one- 
half to ten feet thick, and may have 
been, according to the excavator’s sug- 
gestion, the wall of the great period of 
the city’s existence in the time of Mesha, 
king of Moab, whose rebellion against 
Israel is recorded in 2 Kings 3. 

A square tower in the walls was 
cleared to a depth of thirty-six feet 
(eleven meters), without reaching the 
bottom. Within the walls, a late struc- 
ture, apparently from the Roman period 
(50 B.C. to A.D. 300) or Byzantine period 
(A.D. 300 to 600), proved to have served 
as a “hot bath,” evidenced by the space 
provided beneath the floor for heating it 
with steam. On the south side of the 
bath, a “hall” was uncovered, with ac- 
companying Arab (after A.D. 600) and 
Byzantine pottery. Slightly to the south, 
foundations of a Byzantine church were 
unearthed. It was in the area of this 
“hall” and church that the writer and 
his wife worked in the spring of 1951. 





SIbid., p. 281. 
* Bulletin of the American Schools of Orien- 
tal Research, Number 125, February, 1952. 
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The “Gateway Area” and the 
Moabite Stone 

URING the 1951 campaign at Dhiban 

a second area, on the southeast cor- 
ner of the mound, was excavated. A 
slight depression at this point in the 
mound suggested that the ancient city 
gate may have stood here, and, for con- 
venience, it may be called the “gateway 
area.” It was, according to local tra- 
dition, in this area that the famous 
Moabite Stone was discovered in 1868. 
This inscribed monument was erected 
about 850 B.C. by Mesha, the king of 
the Moabites, and tells of his subjection 
by and consequent rebellion against the 
Israelites in Old Testament times. The 
material written on the Moabite Stone 
confirms, illuminates, and supplements 
the record about Mesha given in the 
Bible (2 Kings 3). 

On the Moabite Stone, King Mesha 
says, “Now there was no cistern inside 
the town at Qrhh [possibly a new name 
cf Dibon], so I said to all the people, 
‘Let each of you make a cistern for him- 
self in his house.’” The unusual number 
of cisterns on the mound of Dhiban fits 
in with this indication in the Moabite 
Stone. During the 1951 operation, Mr. 
John Thompson of the Australian Insti- 
tute of Archaeology catalogued some 
sixty-seven cisterns on the mound and 
thirty more on the surrounding slopes. 

The reference to cisterns in the city of 
Mesha, as set forth in the Moabite Stone 
and evidenced by the examination of 
Dhiban, has an interesting connection 
with the Biblical account of Mesha in 
2 Kings 3. Here we read that when 
the Israelites defeated the Moabites, in 
the days of Mesha, the conquering Israel- 
ites “stopped all the wells of water” (2 
Kings 3:25). It is possible that this is 
the reason for Mesha’s giving the order, 
as recorded on the Moabite Stone, that 
each man was to “make a cistern for 
himself.” The many cisterns evident on 
the site of Dhiban today may represent 
the carrying out of Mesha’s command, 
which was made necessary by the 
sabotage of the Moabites’ water supply, 
as recorded in 2 Kings. 

In this “gateway area,” where the 
Moabite Stone was discovered in the 
nineteenth century, further excavations 
were made in 1952. The writer was one 
of the supervisors of excavations here 
in the first part of the campaign in the 
spring of 1952. Recent discoveries in 
this “gateway area” will be summar- 
ized in one of our future articles. 





Next Year’s Excavation 


S HEAD of the Department of 

Archaeology at Wheaton College and 
as Archaeological Editor of THe Sunpay 
ScHoo.t Times, the writer has laid plans 
to excavate the site of ancient Dothan, 
beginning next spring. Dothan, located 
sixty miles north of Jerusalem, is famous 
in Biblical history as the place where 


(Continued on page 649) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. AUGUST 10. THE BEGINNING OF THE KINGDOM 
1 Samuel 9 to 13; printed text, 9:1, 2; 10:24-27; 13:5-7, 19-22 


Golden Text.—The Lord will not forsake his people for his great name's sake: because it hath pleased the Lord to 
make you his people.—1 Sam. 12:22 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Sam.‘9:1 Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name 
was Kish, the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of 
Bechorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a mighty man 
of power. 

2 And he had a son, whose name was Saul, a choice young 
man, and a goodly: and there was not among the children 
of Israel a goodlier person than he: from his shoulders and 
upward he was higher than any of the people. 

Chap. 10:24 And Samuel said to all the people, See ye him 
whom the Lorp hath chosen, that there is none like him 
among all the people? And all the people shouted, and said, 
God save the king. 

25 Then Samuel told the people the manner of the king- 
dom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before the Lorp. 
And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his house, 

26 And Saul also went home to Gibeah; and there went 
with him a band of men, whose hearts God had touched. 

27 But the children of Belial said, How shall this man 
save us? And they despised him, and brought him no pres- 
ents. But he held his peace. 

Chap. 13:5 And the Philistines gathered themselves together 
to fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots, and six thou- 
sand horsemen, and people as the sand which is on the sea 


% % 


shore in multitude: and they came up, and pitched in Mich- 
mash, eastward from Beth-aven. 

6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in a strait, 
(fer the people were distressed,) then the people did hide 
themselves in caves, and in thickets, and in rocks, and in 
high places, and in pits. 

7 And some of the Hebrews went over Jordan to the land 
of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul, he was yet in Gilgal, and 
all the people followed him trembling, 


19 Now there was no smith found throughout all the land 
of Israel: for the Philistines said, Lest the Hebrews make 
them swords or spears: 

20 But all the Israelites went down to the Philistines, to 
sharpen every man his share, and his coulter, and his axe, 
and his mattock. 

21 Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, 
and for the forks, and for the axes, and to sharpen the goads. 

22 So it came to pass in the day of battle, that there was 
neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the 
people that were with Saul and Jonathan: but with Saul and 
with Jcnathan his son was there found. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


% % 


July 26, 1952 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


EN do not generally look to them- 
M selves for the cause of their dif- 

ficulties. It is their job, or the 
form of government, or the social sys- 
tem, or the climate—anything but them- 
selves. If we can only get a different 
leader, or set up a different organiza- 
tion, all will be well. Men have been 
experimenting with changes ever since 
sin entered the world, and they have not 
yet found the answer. The fact is, so 
long as man is a sinner, the finest in- 
strument of government, the best social 
order will be perverted for selfish ends, 
and break down under pressure of man’s 
evil nature. 

God has given the answer to the prob- 
lems of our race. The answer is a Man, 
God’s Man, the God-man, the Lord Jesus, 
But man refused Him, and has kept on 
experimenting, having revolution after 
revolution, with the same round of op- 
pression and failure. Not till God forci- 
bly places His Man on the throne of 
the earth, and every knee bows before 
Him, will this world know righteous- 
ness and peace, 

Israel tried the worst possible answer 
to their ills. They thought that being 
“like all the nations” would solve their 
problems. Now that is exactly what 
God does not want His people to be— 





like the world around. He chose Israel after His own heart (chap. 13:14), but 


to be a people apart and different from 
the nations. It was this copying of the 
nations which brought them under chas- 
tisement again and again, and finally 
brought about the captivities. 

The church has too often been guilty 
of copying the world in order to gain 
favor, but instead of adding strength, it 
has issued in lost blessing, lost testi- 
mony, lost power. Christ is the answer 
to the church’s need, as He is to the 
world’s need. Only He can make the 
church “fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, terrible as an army with banners” 
(Song of Sol. 6:10). 


Verse by Verse 

1 Sam. 9:1—“‘A man of Benjamin.” 
Benjamin was the younger son of Jacob 
and Rachel. Rachel, as she died giving 
him birth, called him Benoni, “son of 
my sorrow.” Jacob, hopeful of the 
future, called him Benjamin, “son of 
the right hand.” The son of Benjamin 
about to come on the scene reversed the 
order. First he was a son of the right 
hand, strong and helpful, but he soon 
turned into a son of sorrow. 

Verse 2.—“Saul, a choice young man, 
and a goodly .. . higher than any of 
the people.” Youth, personality, and 
physique made him one who would ap- 
peal to the pride of the people. 

Chap. 10:24—“The Lord hath chosen 
... none like him . . . God save the 
king.” God chose him, not as a man 





as a man after the people’s heart, to 
show that what men crave after turns 
to ashes. The acclaim of the people was 
immediate and hearty. 

Verse 25.—“The manner of the king- 
dom ... laid it up before the Lord.” 
Here was a written constitution, pre- 
pared by Samuel, doubtless based on 
the Law of Moses (Deut, 17:14-20). It 
was probably placed in the Tabernacle 
as a sacred document, 

Verse 26—“A band of men, whose 
hearts God had touched.” God gave 
Saul every opportunity to make good, 
by surrounding him with men staunch 
and true. It needs God's touch on the 
heart to make us followers of the Lord. 

Verse 27.—“How shall this man save 
us? _. . But he held his peace.” It is 
generally those who are worthless them- 
selves who see no worth in others, Saul 
did well not to retaliate. True worth 
can afford to wait. 

Chap. 13:5.—“The Philistines gathered 
themselves together to fight.” The new 
developments in Israel called for drastic 
action, for the unification of Israel im- 
periled the hold of the Philistines on 
the country. 

Verse 6.—“The people did hide them- 
selves.” Their confidence in their king 
soon vanished, and the brave rally (vs. 
3, 4) quickly melted in face of the over- 
whelming force of the enemy. Even 
the picked force of three thousand (v, 2) 
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Lesson for August 10 


was diminished to six hundred (v. 15). 

Verse 7.—“Followed him trembling.” 
With most of the army AWOL, and the 
rest shaking in their shoes, hope of vic- 
tory was very slight. 

Verse 19.—“No smith found through- 
out all the land of Israel.” Apparently 
Israel had not followed up the advan- 
tage of their victories under Samuel, to 
retrieve the freedom which they had lost. 

Verse 20.—‘“The Israelites went down 
to the Philistines.” Perhaps they ex- 
pected the Philistines to settle down and 
be good fellows on a compromise basis. 
To many Christians are satisfied with 
such sharpening as the world can give 
them, instead of going to the forge of the 
Holy Spirit to be made “new sharp 
threshing” instruments. 

Verse 21.—“Yet they had a file.” A 
very inadequate tool for all that had to 
be done. The text here is obscure. The 
margin reads, “When the edges of the 
mattocks ... were blunt,” so continuing 
the thought of verse 20, not an allevia- 
tion of it. 

Verse 22.—‘Neither sword nor spear 

. but with Saul and with Jonathan.” 
But two swords plus God are enough. 
Compare Luke 22:38. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

God generally lets us try out what we 
are determined to have. So He gave 
Israel a king, and picked out for them 
one who would completely appeal to 
them—tall, handsome, personable. As 
soon as he was presented they shouted, 
“God save the king!” They were sure 
that the future of Israel was now secure, 
They would yet be disillusioned, when 
they saw their hope fall from the pedes- 
tal upon which they had placed him to 
a suicide’s grave, leaving Israel stunned 
under defeat at the hands of the old 
enemy, the Philistines. They put their 
trust in a man, in a prince, and they 
paid dearly for it. See Psalms 118:8, 6; 
146: 3-5. 

The situation into which Saul stepped 
was certainly a deplorable one. The 
Philistines had imposed restrictions on 
Israel which not only hampered their 
economy, but effectually hindered their 
military recovery. A smith was not al- 
lowed te operate in Israel. They must 
go down to the Philistines for the sharp- 
ening of their implements, and no swords 
were allowed. Where Saul and Jona- 
than secured theirs, we do not know. 
Now this was not Samuel's fault, for 
although he was not a soldier, he had 
led the people from victory to victory. 
But they had not followed through to 
wrest back their lost freedom from the 
Philistines. So often Israel’s distresses 
stemmed from a lack of aggressive action 
in the day of opportunity, and from a 
negligence which allowed surrounding 
nations to gain the ascendency. How 
often we have come to a place of vic- 
tory, perhaps on some mountain peak 
of blessing, but have not “followed 
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Last Week’s Lessen 
5. August 3.—Samuel, Judge and 
Prophet. 1 Samuel 4:1b to 8:22; 12:14-25 
Next Week's Lesson 


7. August 17.—The Tragedy of Saul. 
1 Samuel 13:8-14; 15; 18; 28; 31 








through” by daily renewal of our faith 
and submission to the will of God, so 
that, like Israel, we have found our- 
selves robbed and stripped by a con- 
quered foe! It is not a new organization 
which we need, but a new cleaving to 
the Lord. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The king anointed 
10: 16). 

2. The king appointed (chap. 10: 17-25). 

3. The king tested (chaps. 10:26 to 11:13). 

4. The king confirmed (chaps. 11:14 to 
12:25). 

5. The king rebuked (chap. 13:1-14). 

6. The king pressed (vs. 15-23). 


(1 Sam, 9:1 to 


Topics for Development 

Samuel’s Greatest Moment. Samuel 
had grown old in the service of God 
and of His people Israel. His integrity 
was above question, his administration 
without reproach, and he had done much 
to break the yoke of Israel’s enemies. 
Moreover, he had taught the people the 
ways of the Lord, so that the land was 
comparatively free from the sins of idol- 
atry which abounded when his leader- 
ship began. It was a bitter pill for 
Samuel when the elders made their de- 
mand for a king. He could not but in- 
terpret it as a rejection of himself, al- 
though in this he was only sharing the 
rejection of God (1 Sam. 8:7). Never- 
theless, following God’s command, he 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT was at the root of Israel’s de. 
mand for a king? 

2. What lever did Israel use to 
strengthen their demand? 

3. Where does Moses lay down rules 
for a king? 

4. How many ceremonies were re- 
quired to establish Saul in the kingship? 

5. On what two occasions did Saul 
prophesy? 

6. How did the question, “Is Saul also 
among the prophets?” become a proverb? 

7. What gave Saul opportunity to 
prove himself fit for leadership in Is- 
rael? 

8. How did Samuel 
greatness? 

9. What restrictions had the Philistines 
placed on Israel? 

10. What indication have we that the 
morale of Israel was very low at this 
time? 


prove his real 


(Answers on page 648) 
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directed the establishment of the king- 
ship. It would have been so easy, and 
so human, for Samuel to have said at 
the inauguration of Saul: “Now you 
have your heart’s wish. Here is your 
king, and may he do you good! As for 
me, I wash my hands of you and your 
affairs. You have made your own bed, 
now lie on it!” But not so did this man 
of God speak. His address of retire- 
ment ran thus, “As for me, God forbid 
that I should sin against the Lord in 
ceasing to pray for you.” It was his 
greatest moment, and a standard for all 
rejected men. 


Personal Applications 

The finest physique comes soon to dust. 
Don’t be a worshiper of the body (1 Sam, 
9:2). 

Ask God to choose for you according 
to His heart rather than according to 
your own heart. The results will be in- 
finitely better. See chapters 10:24; 13:14, 

Saul was looking for colts when he 
found a kingdom. God has a higher des- 
tiny for us than we realize. 

Ask God to choose your companions 
(chap. 10:26). 

Do not be upset when men speak 
slightingly of you, but leave your vin- 
dication to God (v. 27). 

Your helpers may be few and your 
weapons poor, but if God fights for you, 
you are invincible. 

Are you sharpened by the wit of the 
world or by the discipline of the Holy 
Spirit? (chap. 13:20.) 


Golden Text 

1 Sam, 12:22.—“The Lord will not for- 
sake his people ...” That promise, in 
face of all Israel's willfulness, surely 
magnifies the amazing grace and faith- 
fulness of God. And the same grace and 
faithfulness follow us through all our 
wanderings and willfulness. How the 
thought should humble us and bind us 
to Him! 

ELMHUuRST, ILL, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” 
“Jesus Shall Reign” 
“Just As I Am” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merciful 
Father, we need Thy pardon, “for all 
we like sheep have gone astray. We 
need Thy strength, for we are weak be- 
fore our temptations. We need Thy 
guidance and protection, for often we 
know not the way we should take, and 
many dangers threaten us. For the sake 
of Thy dear Son, grant us Thy forgive- 
ness, Thy strength, Thy direction, and 
protection, that we may live and serve 
Thee as we ought. We pray for the 
sick, the sorrowing, the hungry, and the 
burdened. Grant to them such gracious 
help, comfort, and provision as they 
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need. Guide the leaders of men and 
nations into Thy will. Guard all who 
protect our lives and property, our land, 
and our liberty. Revive godliness and 
increase honor, truth, and uprightness 
in our land. Send the Gospel to every 
place where it is not known, and show 
us how to do our part to make the Sav- 
iour known. Bless to us Thy Word to- 
day, and make us a blessing to others 
through this new week, doing all we ask 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—In Saul, the first of 
God’s anointed kings, we have the Lord 
Jesus foreshadowed. The word “Christ” 
means “anointed,” and the great anointed 





The Lord’s Anointed (Christ) 


R 
we wil, Se HIM 











king of the Lord’s people is Jesus Christ. 
How we treat God’s King is a very im- 
portant matter, for God will receive us 
or reject us according as we receive or 
reject His King. 

Did you notice in the lesson the three 
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different ways in which people treated 
their king Saul? Some simply had no 
use for him. They scornfully asked, 
“How shall this man save us?” In like 
manner there are those who oppose 
Jesus Christ, speaking against Him, and 
refusing to have anything to do with 
Christ or Christianity. The majority of 
the Israelites, however, took an noncom- 
mittal attitude to their new king. They 
neither spoke against him nor took sides 
openly with him. They turned to their 
own concerns and left Saul and his cause 
to get along as best might be. Many 
treat the Lord Jesus like that, not taking 
sides against Him, nor yet taking up with 
Him. They just seek their own interests 
and let Christ and His cause fare as they 
may. But when Saul was made king, as 
he returned home, “there went with him 
a band of men, whose hearts God had 
touched.” These gave first place to 
God’s king and His cause. They picture 
for us all who join themselves to Jesus 
Christ to be His loyal, devoted followers, 
Are you one of them? 

Wherever Christ, God’s anointed King, 
is proclaimed, men must decide the atti- 
tude they will take toward Him. None 
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of us would want to oppose Him, I am 
sure. But are any of us trying to be 
noncommittal? Or are we just attending 
to our own concerns and leaving Christ 
alone? There is only one right thing to 
do with Jesus, God’s anointed King, 
and that is to trust ourselves to Him and 
put our best into serving Him. Be sure 
you do that, 


Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 
ye 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Kish . . . a mighty man of power” 
(1 Sam, 9:1).—The word “power” here 
carries the thought of wealth and sub- 
stance, according to the marginal read- 
ing. The tribe of Benjamin had been 
almost exterminated at Gibeah (Judges 
20: 46-48). When the tribe’s possessions 
were distributed to the remnant that re- 
mained, each man would have been con- 
siderably enriched. 

One wonders if the father’s affluence 
didn’t have much to do with the selfish- 
ness displayed throughout Saul’s life. 
Where discipline is not exercised in the 
home, a rich man’s son can become a 
selfish, self-seeking, and _ self-centered 
troublemaker. 

We knew a fine, spiritually minded 
Christian gentleman, who is now with 
the Lord. This man was wealthy, but 
he was quite lax in the matter of dis- 
ciplining his only son, and failed to make 
a companion of him. He followed the 
line of least resistance, and virtually 
gave his son whatever he wanted. He 
had to have the latest model automobile, 
a yacht, a well-stocked wardrobe, and 
the like. That son’s escapades and 
brushes with the law were a constant 
source of anxiety to the father. To this 
day we have not heard of any profes- 
sion of faith in Christ on the son’s part. 
He is still going his own selfish way 
with no heart for the things of God. 

The touching story is told of another 
rich father, who in the days of his pros- 
perity turned the care of his children 
over to servants. When the depression 
came, the servants had to be dismissed, 
and parents and children all lived to- 
gether. 

One day the father came home after 
a day of anxiety and business worry. 
His little daughter climbed up on his 
knee, and, putting her arms around his 
neck, said: “Papa, don’t get rich again. 
You did not come into the nursery be- 
fore; but now we can come around you 
to get on your knee and to kiss you. 
Don’t get rich again, Papa!” 

Thank God for all fathers, rich or 
poor, who make companions of their 
children and rear them “in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.” 

“Saul, a choice young man, and a 
goodly” (1 Sam, 9:2).—Nothing is here 
said, as Matthew Henry remarks, of his 
wisdom or virtue, his learning or piety, 
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Lesson for August 10 


or any of the accomplishments of his 
mind, but that he was a tall, proper, 
handsome man, that had a good face, a 
good form, and a good presence, grace- 
ful and well proportioned. A _ beau 
ideal, as the French would say. 

When God chose a king—not according 
to His heart, but according to the peo- 
ple’s desire—He selected an excellent 
specimen of physical pulchritude, 

Pleasing physical features are not to 
be despised, but to accomplish God's 
purpose they should be coupled with 
the fruit of the Spirit. 

King Saul’s namesake in the New 
Testament evidently lacked these ap- 
pealing physical features, for his op- 
ponent said, “His letters .. . are weighty 
and powerful; but his bodily presence 
is weak,” or unimpressive (2 Cor. 10: 
10). But consider what he accomplished 
because the power of Christ rested on 
him (2 Cor, 12:9; Phil. 4:13). 

If a Christian possesses the form of an 
athlete, and the poise of a military man, 
let him use them to the glory of God; 
but the lack of them is no excuse for 
failure to present one’s body “a living 
sacrifice . . . unto God” (Rom, 12:1). 
The Lord can use a cripple as well as 
an athlete. 


“Then Samuel told the people the man- 
ner of the kingdom” (1 Sam, 10:25).— 
“In the midst of the national enthusiasm, 
the prophet’s deep piety and genuine 
patriotism took care to explain “the 
manner of the kingdom,” i.e., the royal 
rights and privileges, together with the 
limitations to which they were to be 
subjected: and in order that the consti- 
tution might be ratified with all due 
solemnity, the charter of this constitu- 
tional monarchy was recorded and laid 
up before the Lord, i.e., deposited in the 
custody of the priests, along with the 
most sacred archives of the nation” 
(Brown). 

The manner of the Lord's spiritual 
Kingdom is, so to speak, laid up in the 
Acts and in the Epistles of the New 
Testament. The manner of the Lord’s 
millennial Kingdom is laid up in the 
prophets of the Old Testament. 

With Communism running rampant 
over the world, it is incumbent upon 
us to recall the “manner of the king- 
dom” in which our lot is cast. Here 
in the United States. the Constitution 
defines the powers of the Congress and 
of the federal executive and judiciary, 
and of the states. Provision was made 
for a Supreme Court with authority to 
interpret the Constitution—which stands 
as a great safeguard to the liberties of 
every American citizen. Cease not to 
pray that the President, as well as the 
people may act according to the Con- 
Stitution. Pray also that our liberties 
be preserved to us, especially our re- 
ligious liberty (Rom, 13; 1 Tim, 2). 

“Now there was no smith found 
throughout all the land of Israel” (1 Sam. 
13:19).—In the interim, Saul disobeyed 
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the commandment of the Lord, and the 
divine rejection of him was announced 
(vs. 13, 14). The army had dwindled 
down to a mere 600. The powerful 
Philistines divided themselves into three 
companies and attacked from three 
points. 

And, at this critical time, Israel is 
without smiths—no one to manufacture 
weapons of war for them. It was only 
the faith of Jonathan and his armor- 
bearer that saved Israel from disaster. 

The smiths “might well answer to 
what we have later in Israel's history 
—the schools of the prophets, places 
where the fire and hammer of God's 
Word and truth are applied under the 
direction of the Holy Spirit. They would 
correspond to all proper and Scriptural 
means for developing activity among 
God’s saints” (S. Ridout). Are our spir- 
itual implements—our diligence, our 
faith, our discernment—in proper condi- 
tion? Do they need sharpening? Are 
we cultivating our inheritance in the 
Word of God by digging beneath its 
surface for its hidden treasures? 


Wawona, CALIF, 


4 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, some of the most suc- 

cessful men in history had to strug- 
gle against handicaps from the very be- 
ginning, but there is a definite advan- 
tage in a good start if a fellow is wise 
enough to make good use of it. This 
young man Saul had a wonderful start 
in life; indeed, it would be difficult to 
imagine a better one. To begin with, 
he was a magnificent specimen of physi- 
cal manhood. He stood head and shoul- 
ders above the men of his tribe, and it 
is safe to suppose he must have meas- 
ured considerably above six feet without 
his shoes. The record says that he was 
“a choice young man, and a goodly: and 
there was not among the children of 
Israel a goodlier person than he” (1 
Sam. 9:2). 

Do not fail to read the ninth, tenth, 
and eleventh chapters of 1 Samuel, for 
it is as interesting a young-man story 
as you can read in any book. It is a 
true story, as well, and shows some of 
the admirable qualities of this very un- 
usual character. He was considerate of 
his father and obedient to his orders, 
and though he must have known that 
he was a handsome fellow, yet he was 
very humble and felt unworthy of the 
great honors that were thrust upon him. 

Saul made a fine start as the first king 
of Israel; he was a cOurageous warrior, 
and led his people in a great victory 
over the Ammonites, their old-time en- 
emy. With this signal success, Saul was 
fully established in the hearts of the 
people; there had been opposition by 
some, and the loyal ones wanted to 
“purge” them. But Saul showed his 
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magnanimous spirit when he emphatic- 
ally proclaimed, “There shall not a man 
be put to death this day: for to day 
the Lord hath wrought salvation in Is- 
rael” (chap. 11:13). It was a grand 
start, but, fellows, Saul’s balloon burst 
like a bubble, and we will have the 
record of that in next week’s lesson, 
Today we are thinking mainly of be- 
ginnings, for they are important, and 
there is a clear way to deal with them 
so that every phase can be an asset in 
the ultimate roundup of a felldw’s life. 
And in using Saul as an example, let us 
not be too much impressed with the 
importance of his physical beauty. He 
did have that, but he had something of 
far greater value; it was a reverence for 
sacred things and the presence of God, 
and “the Spirit of God came upon him,” 
which was the greatest asset of all. You 
can have all of this right now, fellows, 
in the beginning of your life’s course. 
You do not have to be physically big 
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and strong; you do not have to be ex- 
ceptionally brilliant; you do not have to 
be the son of a wealthy father; you do 
not need to have some outstanding tal- 
lent. You may even have a deformed 
body; not more than a grammar school 
education; you may have been reared in a 
poverty-stricken home, and have no con- 
spicuous talent for anything. But if you 
have just a willingness to yield yourself 
to the infilling and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit—right there waiting and wanting 
to come into your life—you will be in 
possession of the greatest asset for a 
successful and happy life. “Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts” (Zech, 4:6). 


Fontana DaM, N. C. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier ‘Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Optimism and Pessimism.—The Lord 
will not forsake his people for his great 
name’s sake (1 Sam, 12:22, Golden Text). 
Mr. Chesterton, in one of his essays, has 
quoted from the blunder of a scheolgirl 
what is perhaps the best definition of 
the terms optimist and pessimist: “An 
optimist,” said the girl, “is a man who 
takes care of the eyes, and a pessimist 
is a man who takes care of the feet.” 
Exactly. The pessimist is concerned with 
the obstacles in the path about our feet; 
the optimist has eyes to see the plan of 
the journey and the goal at the end. The 
pessimist may have anxious prudence; 
the cptimist has vision—From J. C. 
Ferdinand Pittman. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Unfulfilled Destiny—A choice young 
man, and a goodly: and there was not 
among the children of Israel a goodlier 
person than he (1 Sam. 9:2). In a quarry 
at Baalbec lies the largest wrought stone 
in the world, almost detached and ready 
for transportation, and in the ruined 
temple of the Sun near by is a place 
still empty and waiting for this stone 
after forty centuries. So large, so grand, 
it was a failure, because it never filled 
the place for which it was designed; and 
who can tell how many human lives 
lie among the wastes and ruins of life 
that God intended to fill grand places? 
—From the Rev. J. R. Miller. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans, 


Peel’s “Public Devotions.”—Laid it up 
before the Lord (1 Sam, 10:25). Sir 
Robert Peel was found one day by a 
friend praying over a bundle of letters. 
His friend apologized for disturbing him 
in his private devotions. “No,” said Peel, 
“these are my public devotions. I was 
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just giving the affairs of state into the 
hands of God, for I cannot manage them 
myself.” — From the Sunday School 
Teacher. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


“Is He Talking About You?”—And 
there went with him a band of men, 
whose hearts God had touched (1 Sam. 
10:26). A woman and her little daugh- 
ter were in a service in which the 
preacher spoke about how obedience 
toward God is revealed in the manner in 
which one attends to the small duties 
of everyday life. He described how many 
parents neglect their spiritual duties in 
the home, how they retire night after 
night without praying for God’s watch- 
ful care, and how in the morning they 
fail to thank Him for rest, protection, 
and the blessing of the new day. The 
little girl listened attentively, then turn- 
ing to her mother, she _ whispered, 
“Mama, is the minister talking about 
you?” The simple question pierced the 
mother’s heart. She said nothing, but 
that night she knelt before her bed, con- 
fessed her sin, and asked God’s help in 
carrying out her duties as a Christian 
mother.—From the King’s Business. Sent 
by Katherine MacDonald, Omaha, Nebr. 


The Crime of Discouraging Others.— 
How shall this man save us? (1 Sam. 
10:27.) Do you know that a man was 
once court-martialed and sentenced to a 
year’s imprisonment for being a discour- 
ager? It happened during the Boer War 
at the siege of Ladysmith. The fortunes 
of the town and garrison were hanging 
in the balance. This civilian would go 
along the lines and speak discouraging 
words to the men on duty. He struck 
no blow for the enemy, not one. He was 
just a discourager, and that in a critical 
time. The court-martial judged it a 
crime to speak disheartening words in 
an hour like that.—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Modern Distress of Nations.—The peo- 
ple were distressed (1 Sam. 13:6). The 
condition of the peoples now is not un- 
like that of the Israelites then. On earth 
there is distress of nations. Many are 
seeking inadequate refuges (see v. 6). 
Even those who follow Christ are in- 
clined to “tremble after him,” as the 
marginal reading has it. Many, sadly 
many, are unarmed. They have not the 
Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of God—the Spear of Resistance to the 
Devil. But the Israelites could not help 
themselves. We can.—From Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Captured Smithies.—All the Israelites 
went down to the Philistines, to sharpen 
every man his share, and his coulter, and 
his axe, and his mattock (1 Sam. 13:20). 
The Philistines were “in their genera- 
tion wiser than the children of light.” 
The Modernists have long ago conducted 
a similar strategy. They crept in and 
captured the majority of our smithies. 
Hosts of Christian young men marched 
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into the schools and seminaries to have 
their weapons sharpened. Ere long they 
found their swords filched from them, 
or the edges turned and the truth 
blunted. Instead of becoming good sol- 
diers of Jesus Christ, the churches dis- 
covered them to be fifth columnists, 
fighting, not against, but for, the Philis- 
tines. Yet Protestant parents could not 
awaken. They kept on causing their 
sons and daughters to pass through the 
fires to the modern educational Moloch. 
—From the Prairie Overcomer. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. Prize 
illustration, 
ve 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


A Younc King CROWNED 


HAT is in the Question Box this 

morning? “How can a girl tell 
whether God wants her to be a nurse, 
or a schoolteacher, or something else?” 
This is a very important question. I be- 
lieve that the first step in getting God’s 
guidance is to be willing to follow it, 
whatever it is. This should not be very 
hard, because God’s plan for our lives 
is surely the best one, 

Since today’s lesson will shed some 
light on this question, let us go ahead 
with it. Then at the end we can sum 
up what we have learned. 

Last week we left the Israelites still 
wanting a king, even though Samuel had 
warned them against having one. Today 
we are going to get acquainted with 
the first king of Israel. Turn to 1 Sam- 
uel 9 and read verses 1 and 2. Of what 
tribe was Saul? (Benjamin.) What 
else do we learn about him? (He was 
very good-looking and extremely tall.) 
Now Deana will tell us how Saul was 
introduced to Samuel. Did you notice 
how clearly God guided Samuel? Read 
verses 15 to 17. God had told Samuel 
the day before Saul came that He would 
send him a Benjamite the next day who 
was to be king, and He even told him 
the time of day the man would arrive. 
Then when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord 
said to him, “Behold the man whom I 
spake to thee of! this same shall reign 
over my people.” 

From this chapter we learn that God 
is able to give guidance so clear that 
there can be no mistake about it, From 
last Sunday’s lesson we learned that 
Samuel talked everything over with the 
Lord, so we know that he truly wanted 
the Lord’s guidance. Samuel heard the 
voice of the Lord in his ear. We, today, 
who have the complete Bible, hear God’s 
voice in His Word. 

Now turn to 1 Samuel 10:24-27. We 
have had Saul introduced to Samuel. 
Here we read of his presentation to the 
people. Saul was not a man of prayer 
like Samuel, neither was he asking for 
guidance from God. So the Lord had 
used the straying mules to get him to 
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Lesson for August 10 


Samuel, and now even after God had 
made it perfectly plain to him that he 
was to be king, he did not come forward 
when Samuel wished to present him to 
Israel. He had to be brought out from 
behind the stuff where he had hidden 
himself. 

In chapter 11 we find the best part of 
Saul’s life. He led the Israelites to vic- 
tory against the Ammonites and was 
crowned with great rejoicing, and did 
not take vengeance on those who had 
spoken against him. If only the rest of 
Saul’s life had measured up to that! 
How does it happen that Saul did so 
well for that brief period? First Samuel 
11:6 tells the secret, “The Spirit of God 
came upon Saul.” This same Holy Spirit 
indwells every believer. The guidance 
and victory experienced by those in Old 
Testament days upon whom the Spirit 
of God came should be the daily experi- 
ence of Christians, for the Holy Spirit 
dwells within them, 

Now read 1 Samuel 13:1-4. Here we 
find something that helps to explain what 
follows: Saul’s son Jonathan, a godly 
young man, won a great victory over 
the Philistines. What did Saul do? (He 
blew a trumpet in the land to tell the 
people that he had won a great victory. 
He did not give the credit to God, and 
he even took for himself the honor that 
belonged to his son.) What does that 
show about Saul? (He was proud, 
boastful, selfish.) All of you are right. 

Read verses 5 to 7. Here the people 
are seen following Saul “trembling.” 
What is the matter? Just a short time 
before, they had gone to battle against 
the Ammonites courageously, and the 
Lord had given them a great victory. 
The Philistines may have been a more 
formidable foe than the Ammonites, but 
that would not make the slightest dif- 
ference to God. You could destroy a 
nest of five hundred caterpillars about 
as easily as a nest of fifty. The greatest 
army presents no more difficulty to God 
than a nest of caterpillars does to us. 
Victory does not depend upon the size 
of the enemy’s army, but on whether 
God's people are looking to Him or not. 
Were the Israelites, in this instance? 
(No, for if they had been, they would 
not have been trembling.) Good think- 
ing. Certainly there is no record of 
prayer here. 

Now read verses 19 to 22. Since the 
Israelites were looking at their own 
resources instead of to God, it is no won- 
der that they trembled. Perhaps there 
is a hint here that will help us. The 
people lacked swords. Turn to Hebrews 
4:12 and find out of what a sword is a 
picture. (The Bible.) If we neglect 
God’s Word, we have reason to tremble, 
for then we cannot expect guidance and 
victory in our lives. 

In 1 Samuel 14 we read about a great 
victory won by Jonathan. We will not 


have time for the whole story, but let 
us read verses 6 to 12 to see how Jonathan 
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got guidance. Notice his real faith. He 
said that the Lord could save “by many 
or by few.” Now how was he guided? 
(He asked that if he was to go forward, 
the Philistines would tell him to.) Right. 
I ask for that kind of guidance myself. 

For instance, I sat down in a bus by 
a woman who looked cross. I wondered 
if I should say anything to her about 
the Lord or not.. I prayed silently, 
“Lord, if Thou dost want me to give a 
message to this woman, please make her 
start the conversation, and show me 
what to say.” I felt pretty sure she 
would not start a conversation, but I 
had no sooner said “Amen” than she 
turned to me and made a remark which 
naturally led to a talk on spiritual things, 
It is wonderful, girls, how the Lord can 
guide! 

Now let us summarize what we have 
learned about guidance. First we must 
desire to know God’s will that we may 
do it. Then we must seek it through His 
Word and prayer, taking care not to 
grieve the indwelling Spirit. God may 
not reveal His whole plan to us at once, 
but He will guide us as to the next 
step. It is all right to ask for a simple 
sign such as, “May my parents be favor- 
able if You want me to go on to college.” 
I pray that every one of you may be 
guided as clearly as Samuel was. 


Assignments: Who will tell the story 
in 1 Samuel 13 next Sunday? First 


Samuel 15? 
FERNDALE, WASH, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The People Choose a King 
(1 Sam. 10:17-27) 


KING! a king! tall and handsome! 

“God save the king!” the cheers of 
the people rang out. Strange was the 
way this king had been chosen. Lost 
donkeys, Samuel, a party, a bottle of 
oil, drawing lots, hide-and-seek—all 
these come into the story. 

Who knows about the lost donkeys? 
Saul did not find the lost donkeys; some- 
one else found them. But he found a 
party waiting for him in a town where 
he did not know anyone. The party 
was for him! You see, Samuel was a 
prophet, and God told him things. The 
day before, God had told him about 
Saul’s coming, and the donkeys, and that 
Saul was to be the king. Next morning, 
secretly Samuel poured oil on Saul’s 
head—as they did in those days for a 
king—and told him he was to be the 
king of the people. When Saul met 
some of his family, he did not tell even 
them the secret. 

Then came the big day when the king 
was to be chosen. Samuel warned the 
people that they had done wrong in not 
letting God be their king—God who had 
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so often saved them in the past. Their 
king was to be chosen by God through 
the drawing of lots. And whom do you 
think the lot came to? Saul, to be sure! 
What a proud moment! But Saul was 
not there to receive the cheers of the 
people. Bashful, he had gone and hid- 
den from sight. But God knew where 
he was. So they found him and led him 
back. There he came, tall, good-look- 
ing, a king to be proud of! Now the 
cheers rang out, “God save the king!” 

Don’t you like to play being a king 
or a princess? Wouldn’t it be thrilling 
really to be one! Suppose you discov- 
ered today that you were. Queen Eliza- 
beth of England, when she was a little 
girl, was not expecting to be a queen, 
but one day things happened so that her 
family was in line to have the throne. 
Then she had to begin getting ready so 
she could be queen some day. Just sup- 
pose that happened to you! Do you dream 
that you would begin by bossing people 
around? Well, you are a prince or a 
princess, if you have taken the Lord 
Jesus for your Saviour. You are a son 
or daughter of God the King of all, the 
King of kings. What is a son or daugh- 
ter of a king called? Then if you are 


born into God’s family, what is your 
rank? We are called kings in the Bible 
(Rev. 1:6). But you don’t wear the 


Saul did not come from a 
kingly family. David did not come from 
a kingly family. Saul waited some 
days before he got to be really king. 
David waited years after he knew God 
had chosen him. But the crown was put 
upon their heads at the right time. 

Do you act like a royal prince of the 
King of Heaven? or more like a low-down 
rascal? Probably the Lord gives us this 
waiting time before we really get the 
rank, so we can grow up to be and act 
more like the royalty we are. Perhaps 
you think kings only boss people around 
and make others obey them. Oh, no, 
kings must be obedient. You'll see that 
in Saul’s story next week. But there-is 
one person whom they should boss and 
make obey. That is themselves! There 
are ten fingers, two feet, one mouth, two 
eyes, and two ears that you really should 
boss around and make do right. Maybe 
you can name other servants in your 
kingdom. Also kings and princesses must 
always be polite and keep their tempers, 
You better be practicing! Then don’t 
forget to treat the king and queen over 
you—Dad and Mother—with the proper 
respect due them from princes and prin- 
“Trust in the Lord, and do good” 
(Psa, 37:3, Memory Verse). This is a 
short verse, but it comes from King 
David, and is for the royal children in 
the family of God. 

There are so many pictures one might 
draw to illustrate Saul’s becoming king! 
The place you can find in 1 Samuel 
10:17. 
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college and the enlarging of the hospital by 1952. Do you 
want this sound evangelical work of over fifty years to go into 
non-Christian hands? 











We need your support for our American missionary surgeon 
on the field. Send your gifts to: MISS LUCY POWEL, 
3, Norristown, Pa. 


DIETZ ComMUNION SERVICE 


Individual 
NOISELESS! Send for 
catalog — lowest 
a on quality outfits. 
Interlocking cushion 
trays of 36glasses base and 
cover. 


Pastor’ ssick- 
communion set. 
bread and collection plates, “The House of a \¥ 
Thousand Things for Church = Sunday School.’’ onan 
WILLIAM Hi. DIETZ, Dept. 16 10$,Wabash,Chicago oisses 


EVEN MIKE 
UNDERSTANDS 


Even little children under- 
stand the daily devotions 
in The Christian Parent. 
Subscribe today. Introductory offer, three 
months of The Christian Parent, for parents 
and families, and My Chum, children’s 
magazine, both for only $1. Each $2.50 
a year. 


THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CO. 
Box § Highland, Illinois 
































HOW TO HAVE © 
A FAMILY ALTAR 
by Norman V. Williams 
A MOODY 
COLPORTAGE LIBRARY BOOK 
“ie uleoat™ (3e 
e Attractive covers each 


Ask your Christian bookseller for details 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Primary Teachers 


ARY ANN had a tantrum the other 
day! Her mother said so, 

It was a very, very hot day, and Mary 
Ann wanted to go swimming with her 
little girl friend. But there was a lot 
of work to be done at home, and Mary 
Ann’s mother needed her help. So 
Mother said she had to stay at home and 
work. Besides that, her mother knew 
that it would be very unwise for her to 
go out in the unusually hot sunshine, for 
Mary Ann gets sunburned very easily, 
and sunburn makes her sick enough to 
have to go to bed. 

It’s a good thing that you could not 
hear all the unkind things that Mary Ann 
screamed at her mother. Her girl friend 
was going swimming and she had to stay 
home and work, she said. She was as 
hateful and mean and naughty as anyone 
ever could be. 

It was only a few minutes later that 
the telephone rang, and when Mary Ann 
answered it, it was her girl friend call- 
ing to say that she would not be able 
to go swimming that day. Can you im- 
agine how miserable Mary Ann felt 
then? Of course she wculd not want to 
go swimming alone, and it really was 
cooler in the house than anywhere else, 
but she hated to look at Mother, for 
she had been ever so nasty to her. Poor 
Mary Ann! 

But you know it is not only little girls 
and boys who have tantrums and insist 
on having their own way. No, indeed. 
Grownups often feel exactly the same 
way. 

Long, long ago, the people whom God 
loved very much decided that they 
wanted their own way. They had looked 
at all the countries around them and saw 
that other people had kings. So they 
wanted a king, too. God told them that 
He would be their king; but, no, that 
would not do. They wanted a soldier- 
king, one that they could see riding at 
the front of their army when they went 
off to war. 

God was disappointed, of course, and 
very lovingly warned His people that it 
would not be good for them to have a 
king (1 Sam. 8:4-22). But the people 
insisted, so God let them have their own 
way. He knew, of course, just what kind 
of man they wanted—someone very tall 
with a nice face—and He led them to 
Saul. But God, who knows everything 
from the beginning, knew that this was 
not the best thing for His people, and 
He was sad indeed. 

When God told His people that it was 
not good for them to have a king, they 
really should have listened to Him and, 
right then and there, should have asked 
Him to forgive them for wanting their 
own way. Instead they became more 
and more determined to do what they 
wanted to do, 

Wanting our own way and not God’s 
way is sin. Many boys and girls who 
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have received the Lord Jesus as their 
Saviour, and are therefore members of 
God’s family, are guilty of sinning, 
Sometimes they are selfish and want 
everything for themselves. It may be 
that they tell lies. Oftentimes they are 
like Mary Ann—they want their own 
way. When God sees these things in 
the lives of His own, He is very sad in- 
deed. But He is willing to forgive us if 
we will ask Him to. Let’s read together 
1 John 1:9, 

(A suggested object lesson. Tools 
needed: small jar containing water to 
which some iodine is added in children’s 
presence. This represents us, for before 
our salvation we were stained with sin. 
Paste a red cross on another jar con- 
taining some liquid bleach. It is only 
the precious blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ which can forgive sin. Add bleach 
to iodine water, and substance clears. 
How sad it is that since our salvation 
we have sinned. Add more iodine. Ex- 
plain meaning of 1 John 1:9, shake jar 
a bit, substance clears. Explain care- 
fully that confession includes sorrow for 
sin and a forsaking of that particular 
thing.) 

Whatever you have done wrong, tell 
God about it right this minute. Tell 
Him that you are sorry and that you'll 
try your very best, with His help, never 
to do it again. If you will do that, and 
really, truly mean it, He will forgive you, 
for He has promised to do so. Will you 
do that right now? 


we 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 643) 

1. They desired to be “like all the 
nations” (1 Sam, 8:5, 20). 

2. The failure of Samuel’s sons to fol- 
low in their father’s footsteps (v. 5). 

3. Deuteronomy 17: 14-20. 

4. Three (chaps, 10:1, 17-25; 
12:25). 

5. See chapters 10:9-13 and 19: 20-24. 

6. Apparently he was about the last 
one that his neighbors ever expected to 
see so lifted into that ecstatic experience, 
We use it concerning one entering the 
ministry whose former ways predicted 
far otherwise. 

7. The attack of Nahash on Jabesh- 
gilead (chap. 11). 

8. By his gracious attitude to Israel 
and their king (chap, 12:23). 

9. Allowed them no swords nor smiths 
to make them (chap. 13:19-22). 

10. Saul’s picked body of three thou- 
sand men (v. 2) had dwindled to six 
hundred (v. 15), and there was general 
fear (vs. 6, 7). 
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Recent Excavations in the 
Holy Land 
(Continued from page 641) 


Joseph was sold by his brothers (Gen. 
37). and as the place where Elisha was 
staying when the Syrian king had the 
city surrounded by his armies in order 
to apprehend the prophet (2 Kings 6: 
13, 14). The excavation of the city will 
certainly illuminate these pericds as well 
as several other periods of Biblical his- 
tory, and will doubtless bring to light 
secrets of Biblical times not now known. 

While this operation, significant for 
Biblical research, is being carried out by 
the writer and his associates, it is not 
subsidized and is dependent on the in- 
terest and gifts of Christian people 
throughout the country. The writer and 
his wife make a substantial contribution 
to the overall project by conducting the 
Wheaton Bible Lands tour ‘open to all 
Christian people) ,5 which provides for 
our transportation to Palestine. Chris- 
tian people who wish to help in the 
other expenses of this worthwhile Chris- 
tian undertaking may send their con- 
tributions to Dr. Philip E, Howard, Jr.., 
Editor of THE SuNDAY SCHOOL Times, 325 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, 
or to Dr. Joseph P. Free, Department of 
Archaeology, Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
Ill Checks may be made out to 
“Wheaton Archaeology Fund.” 


WHEATON, ILL. 


5 The Wheaton Bible Lands Cruise is a sep- 
arate operation from the archaeological ex- 
cavation. The next of these annual tours will 
take place in February and March, 1953, and 
is open. to Christian people of all ages 
throughout the country Lectures are given 
by the writer during the steamer trip across 
the ocean, and then significant spots in the 
various Bible lands are visited, with an ex- 
tended stay in Jerusalem and the surrounding 
areas. For descriptive bulletin concerning the 
next Bible Lands Cruise, write, Dr. Joseph P 
Free, Director, Wheaton Bib'’e Lands Cruise, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Il. 


us 
Ms 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 10 
You Can Read, Can’t You? 
(Acts 8:25-35; Prov. 4:5-13) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


OUR teen-age boys were traveling by 

automobile with a leader bound for 
a camping trip. They were passing 
through beautiful country, steeped in 
legend and the scene of thrilling adven- 
tures in the French and Indian and Rev- 
olutionary Wars. What was more, there 
was opportunity to see considerable wild 
life as the road passed thrcugh state 
forest preserves. But the four lads had 
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brought with them a half dozen or 
more of the latest comic books, and they 
kept their noses buried in them. When 
the leader of the group called attention 
to some particularly beautiful spot or 
mentioned some historic incident that had 
occurred near by they would raise their 
heads with a quick glance and an, “Oh, 
yeah,” and would immediately return to 
the comics. They could read, but were 
they making the best use of this gift 
that is still denied to about sixty per 
cent of the world’s populaticn over ten 
years of age? 
$8 

Now, perhaps everyone should not be 
expected to be interested in the beauties 
of nature, and a lack of interest in his- 
tory may be accounted for by a wrong 
appreach in school, and perhaps it would 
not be fair to condemn all comic books 
—some of them, if not the best reading, 
may at least be harmless. But certainly 
they are a poor substitute for more 
worthwhile things, especially for Chris- 
tians. 

$e 

But, some will be sure to ask, are 
Christian young people to read nothing 
but the Bible and so-called “religious” 
books? Not at all. <A _ well-balanced 
reading diet is just as important as a 
well-balanced food diet. Your athletic 
coach will stress the importance of solid, 
substantial food as well as good and 
wholesome desserts. He will point out 
that a steady diet of ice cream and “pop” 
and cake will not build good, scund ath- 
letic bodies. Just so, in the realm of 
reading, a well-rounded diet should in- 
clude books for the heart, for the head, 
and for fun, or recreation. 

Trustwcrthy books and magazines 
about nature and on scientific subjects 
will help to stimulate your mind and 
broaden your outlook. Books of travel 
are not to be shunned, particularly when 
one has not had the opportunity to see 
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"JOHN DEWEY’S EDUCATIONAL 
PHILOSOPHY has done more 
harm to American young 
people than even John Bar- 
leycorn,” says a public school 
teacher of years of experience. 
Are you equipped to refute 
the fallacies of this subtle 
atheistic influence? 

Read Dr. Buswell’s book ex- 
posing Deweyism. Givecopies 
to your friends, especially the 
teachers of your children. 
Order direct from the author 
— THE PHILOSOPHIES OF F. R. 
TENNANT and JOHN DEWEY, 
over five hundred pages, 
$6.00, postage prepaid if cash 
accompanies order. 

J. OLIVER BUSWELL, Jr. 


President 


Shelton College 


340 West 55TH STREET 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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TOCCOA FALLS INSTITUTE 
BIBLE COLLEGE 
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Two new fireproof buildings this year. 
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of beautiful scenery. 

Because much of our food is produced on our well- 
supervised farm, using some student help, we are able 
to offer you room, board, and tuition for the very mod- 
Beautiful Toccoa Falls 186 ft. high €S¢ price of $55.00 per month. 


Fall term begins September 4th. 
should be mailed immediately. 


AND 


Ideal for health. 
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Limited to 400. 


For complete information write— 


DR. R. A. FORREST, President 


Toccoa Falls, Georgia 
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firsthand other lands. Christian biog- 
raphy will be found to be absorbingly 
interesting as well as stimulating, if you 
will give such reading matter an oppor- 
tunity. Good fiction may be safely in- 
dulged in, if we take care to see that 
it does not crowd out more important 
things, and if we avoid that type of 
fiction that fills our modern newsstands 
and book shelves and presents a distorted 
and vile picture of life. Such fiction is 
often offered with the excuse that it is 
realistic, but most of the characters you 
meet in fiction of this sort are not the 
kind of people you are accustomed to 
associate with, or that you include in 
your circle of friends. Why then should 
you include such filth in your reading 
circle? 
we 

How can you know about wholesome 
fiction and good travel books and’ adven- 
turous missionary biographies? The 
book review columns of trusted Chris- 
tian periodicals are guides to safe read- 
ing. THE SuNDay ScHOooL TIMEs publishes 
a Children’s Book Number once a year 
and a Book Number twice a year, These 
will give you many helpful suggestions, 
and many of the regular issues also in- 
clude a number of book reviews. Plan 
to use these guides to safe reading. 


4 


But first on the reading list of any 
earnest Christian should be God’s Word. 
He Himself tells us that it is “profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 
3:16, 17). If you were starting on a 
journey to a country through which you 
had never traveled before, how foolish 
you would be to stock up with books 
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%i of Sunday School lessons 


“The whole Bible for your 
whole Sunday School” 
434 SOUTH WABASH 


SCRIPTURE PRESS Guicaco 5 1. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


on every subject other than the country 
through which you were to journey. 
God’s Word is a guide book He has given 
us for our use through life. Let us form 
the habit of starting each day by read- 
ing a portion of it, and meditating upon 
what He says to us in that portion. There 
are many helpful plans available for 
reading the Bible through in a year, or 
in a longer time. One of these may help 
you to systematize your Bible reading 
and get the most benefit from it. 

And you will find, too, that if you are 
conscientious and in earnest about read- 
ing God’s Word, it will help you in your 
other reading, for it will keep your 
heart sensitive to right and wrong wher- 
ever you see it, and it will help you to 
estimate properly the value of what you 
read elsewhere. We need the constant 
“washing of water by the Word” (Eph. 
5:26), that we may be cleansed from the 
filth that meets our eyes many times 
almost against our wills. Let us learn, 
then, to give God’s Word first place in 
our reading and depend upon Him to 
direct us by it, throughout all our read- 
ing program, 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1953 


HE Sunpay ScuHoor Times list of les- 

sons, in the International Uniform 
series, for 1953 is now available. This 
convenient pamphlet-size guide to the 
International Uniform Lessons lists the 
lessons for the year in chronological 
order, giving the over-all lesson titles, 
Scripture references, and Golden Texts, 
and then gives the devotional readings 
and the specific topics for the various de- 
partments of the Sunday school, 

It is a tool, not only for superintend- 
ents and teachers, but for the pupils as 
well. Some schools place these lists in 
the hands of each pupil as an encour- 
agement for lesson preparation. Some 
use them in the Sunday school sessions, 
instead of lesson leaflets, as a stimulus to 
the use of the Bible itself in the classroom 
rather than printed excerpts from it. 
Some superintendents use these lists to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for lesson preparation. Many readers of 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs use this lesson 
list in preparing and submitting illus- 
trations for “The [Illustration Round 
Table” in the lesson department each 
week, 

Why not send for a supply of these 
lesson lists and discover how they can 
help in your school or class? They may 
be obtained at 15 cents a copy, $1.50 a 
dozen, or $12 a hundred from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia 5. Just ask 
for the 1953 lesson list, 


When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the TIMEs. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 





The Psalms (Book I). By H. A. Iron- 
side, Litt.D. (Loizeaux Bros., New York 
10; $2.50.) “I never like to start the day 
but that I take time to sit quietly over 
the Word of God; and I seek to lift my 
heart to God, not to ask Him for things, 
but to tell Him a little of how I appre. 
ciate His wonderful love and His grace, 
the goodness that He has lavished upon 
me as a sinner, and then to adore Him 
for what He is in Himself.” This quota- 
tion reveals the habits of Bible study of 
Dr. Ironside. “He being dead yet speak. 
eth.” The earthly tabernacle was laid 
aside in far-away New Zealand, but he 
is with the Lord whom he loved and to 
whom he bore such faithful witness. 
Those who loved Dr. Ironside have 
eagerly awaited this first volume on the 
Psalms, which includes an exposition of 
the first forty-one Psalms. He has a val- 
uable analysis of the five books of the 
Hebrew Psalter. He shows that they are 
arranged in divine order. He shows 
also how the end of one Psalm introduces 
the next. Much of interest is given in 
regard to the history of their writing, 
but the author is most helpful when he 
shows how this book is largely prophetic 
as it points forward to the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow. 
“T learned years ago,” says this lover of 
God’s Word, “that if I am to be of any 
use to others, I must go quietly before 
Him and let Him open my eyes, let Him 
tell me something of His secrets, and, 
when the time comes, I will have some- 
thing to pass on to other people.” May 
we all seek to learn this lesson! 


we 


Family Altar Sunday 


UNDAY, October 12, has been named 

by the Family Altar League as Fam- 
ily Altar Sunday. Reports received by 
the League showed that some _ 5,000 
churches observed the day last year. A 
study of the results in over two hun- 
dred churches shows the following: 





1. Increased attendance at prayer 
meeting and a new burden of prayer 
on the part of the people. 

2. A new manifestation of spiritual 
obedience on the part of the people 
toward God. 

3. Some signs of real revival. 

4. The solving of problems in the 
homes and a deep sense of God’s love 
and presence. 

A free assortment of sample tracts 
which are helpful for Family Altar 
Sunday may be obtained upon request 
from the Family Altar League, 52 W. 
Washington St., Chicago 2. 
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A Congress on Prophecy 


CALL for an International Congress 

on Prophecy to be held in New 
York City in November has been issued 
to evangelical Christians by a committee 
of Christian leaders consisting of John 
W. Bradbury, chairman of the committee 
and editor of the Watchman-Examiner; 
Hyman J. Appelman, evangelist and 
president of the American Association 
for Jewish Evangelism; William Culbert- 
son, president of Moody Bible Institute; 
Abraham B, Machlin, field secretary of 
the American Association; J. Palmer 
Muntz, general director of Winona Lake 
Bible Conference; and John S. Wimbish, 
pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in New 
York City. The sponsors of the Congress 
include over fifty well-known clergy- 
men and laymen from many denomina- 
tions throughout the United States, 

The text of the call follows: 

“A decade has passed since the last 
Congress on Prophecy was held. The 
Second World War was then in process. 
Since then the democracies of the world 
have won the war. 

“They have not won the peace. 
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United Nations gave to men a glowing 
hope. This has faded into disillusion- 
ment. In despair the nations rearm for 
the threatening war. Our Lord’s predic- 
tion of ‘wars and rumours of wars , , . 
kingdom against kingdom’ is tragically 
confirmed. 

“What is God’s answer to the state of 
the world? Does the Church understand 
its commission to the nations? How can 
Christendom be alerted to its ordained 
objective of a new heaven and a new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness? 
What is the message of the Word of God 
for this hour? These and similar ques- 
tions need to be answered. 

“To deal with the religious crisis we 
face, a group of evangelical Bible stu- 
dents issue a call for an International 
Congress on Prophecy to be held daily, 
November 9 to 16, in the Calvary Baptist 
Church, New York City. You are re- 
quested to note this call, to put the Con- 
gress on your prayer list, and to plan 
for attendance, 

“Outstanding Bible scholars of intere 
national ministry will be among the in- 
terpreters of God’s Word for this hour. 
The program will be a full one, 

“Later, full information will be issued, 
The Congress on Prophecy is being spon- 
sored by the American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism.” For further infor- 
mation write to the International Con- 
gress on Prophecy, Room 915, 23 E. 26th 
St., New York 10. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings en the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 4 to 10 


Mon.—1 Samuel 9:1-10, 
Royalty in the Rough. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Behold now, 
there is in this city a man of God.” Saul 
was a rough and ready man. He seems 
not to have known about Samuel the 
prophet. Providentially he had a serv- 
ant who knew this “man of God.” This 
led to further experiences of the hand 
of God in Saul’s affairs. He lived in a 
crude period. His kingship indicated the 
qualities of that age. Let us not for- 
get that as we ourselves have done, so 
others walk “according to this 
world.” A revival is needed to turn us 
to righteousness. Pray for Victorious 
Life Conferences, Keswick Grove, N. J. 


Tues.—1 Samuel 10:1-8. Anointed of God. 


Prayer Succestions: “The Lord hath 
anointed thee to be captain over his in- 
heritance.” At God’s direction Samuel 
anointed Saul. He still permits men to 
rule as a means of discipline to people. 
Leaders in churches and government 
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ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area 
business or for pleasure, you will find “it 
convenient and economical to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


340 W. 53th Sect” “New York 19, N. ¥- 
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| YOU MAKE $50.00 


l for selling 100 boxes finest Robinson Scrip- 
ture-text Christmas Cards. An excellent oppor- 
tunity for yourself, club, or organization. ther 

[ fast money-makers. Write for samples on approval. 

l 


ROBINSON CARDS 
DEPT. G-94 CLINTON, MASS. 
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New Opportunity to give 
ce them a gospel witness by 
_———= trained personal workers 


Y We alse in the service. 


THE LORD IS GREATLY 
Send 25c fora ple and 
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yet Facts Today! 
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The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made te 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 
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| FOLDING CHAIRS 


-/N Steel or Wood 


FO! DING BANQUET TABLES 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
ai AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 
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Reaching Chinese by th 
Printed Page 
WHERE? Hong Kong, For- 
WY mosa, Philippines, 
— SS Indo-China,Siam,In- 
a = donesia, and North 
Ie America. 
HOW? _siBy the Bible Maga- 
zine (Bi-Monthly), 
The Companion (monthly), books, tracts, posters, 
and newspaper evangelism. 
WHAT YOU CAN DO: 1. Send us names and ad- 
dresses of Chinese and those interested in Chinese, 
to whom we may send samples of our literature. 
2. PRAY for the literature going out from our 
branches in Hong Kong, Singapore, Penang, and 
Wheaton, Illinois. 
THE ALLIANCE PRESS 
BOX 549 WHEATON, ILL. 
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Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


Summer camp time is here. A child 
must memorize 300 verses from God’s 
Word to earn a week at camp. Each 
camper costs $10, and we expect 4,000 
in attendance this year. Pray with us 
for the needed $40,000. Write for 


“19 Million” 
CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 
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similarly serve to correct people and to 
make them realize that their own way 
is inferior to God’s way. Pray for the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance Con- 
ference this week at Des Plaines, IIl. 


Wed.—1 Samuel 10:17-24. 
“Long Live the King.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “God save the 
king.” Thus all Israel honored their 
God-anointed, chosen captain of the 
nation. The good wishes of citizens, 
however, are not always realized in 
their rulers. Acclamations at ascension 
to the throne are sometimes followed by 
lamentations. Samuel’s predictions of 
Saul were all fulfilled. He had paid little 





When answering advertisements, please 


mention The Sunday School Times. 
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oa. 808 COOK, Moody *30, is president of 
uth for Christ International and associate pastor of Chicago's 
Midwest Bible Church, Experience with young 
people, gained through travel that has taken 


him to many parts of the world, well qualifies Dr. Bob to 


speak on the problems and training of modern youth. 


°““My father was right...°° 


** Boy,’ he said, ‘you want to be an auto mechanic.” 
That’s okay if that is the job God has for you. But 
whether you are a mechanic or a minister, ‘you'll 
be better at the job after a year or two at 
Bible School. 

“I'll finance you to a year at Moody Bible 
Institute and you can fill your heart and mind 
full of the Word of God. Then we can see what 
the Lord has for you as a life work. What do 
you say?” 

“What did I say?—what could I lose? Sure, I'd 
take him up on it! 

“So, I landed at MBI—wrenches, reamers, 
micrometers and all—and stayed until I was 
graduated in 1930. Moody did two things for me: 
It taught me that the basis of all preaching is 
‘What does the Bible say?’ and that the basis of 
all Christian work is evangelism—the pull 
for souls. 

“I pray God that the twofold passion—for 
God’s truth and for precious souls—may always 
burn bright in my soul. 


Moopby 


“Today, though she might be satisfied with 
looking back to a glorious past, the school that 
D. L. Moody founded is keeping up with every 
modern approach to gospel presentation . . . 
films, radio, planes, science . . . all geared to the 
old-time message of salvation. 

“For today’s teen-agers, I can think of no better 
word than that which my father spoke to me: ‘No 
matter what the Lord’s will is for you, you'll be 
better off in any field after Bible school.’ 

“Yes—looking back over 20 years in the Chris- 
tian ministry and seven years of working with 
young people—I know my father was right!” 





A NEW PicTURE 800K of student life at Moody, 
beautifully printed by gravure, is yours for 
the asking. With it we'll include a new school 
catalog which gives a complete and detailed 
description of the courses at this famous Bible 
school—the school that gave Dr. Bob Cook 
the foundation for a successful Christian career. Address 
Office of Admissions, Room S-814 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. La Satie Srreet ¢ Cuicaco 10, ILtrnors 
Dr. William Culbertson, president 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 





(Lesson for Aug. 10) July 26, 1952 


attention to the word of God, and go 
God left him to himself at the last. Pray 
for Ben Lippen Conference, Asheville, 
H.C. 


Thurs.—1 Samuel 10:25-27. 
A New Government, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The children of 
Belial said, How shall this man save us? 
And they despised him, and brought him 
no presents.” The new government un- 
der Saul began with marked opposition. 
And enemies also made war on part of 
Israel at Jabesh in Gilead. But God 
overruled these events to establish Saul’s 
reign. His gracious watch-care over His 
sinning people then, as now, is our hope, 
“He hath not dealt with us after our 
sins; nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquities” (Psa, 103:10). Pray for Mus- 
koka Bible Conference, Lake Rosseau, 
Ontario, Can, 


Fri—1 Samuel 11:14, 15. 
The Kingdom Renewed. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let us go to Gil- 
gal, and renew the kingdom there.” The 
nation needed to be unified. Saul’s vic- 
tory over the Ammonites and his kind- 
ness to the men who had despised him 
after his anointing supplied the proper 
motive and time for cementing the hearts 
of the people of Israel] together. Unity 
is a great necessity in homes, churches, 
and country. Peace within all borders, 
founded upon righteousness, is a gift of 
God. Pray for Quarryville Bible Con- 
ference, Quarryville, Pa. 


Sat.—1 Samuel 12:19-25. 
Called to Service. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Serve the Lord 
with all your heart.” Samuel took peo- 
ple as he found them, and began with 
them just where they were morally. 
They had sinned; but now he urged, 
“Serve him [the Lord] in truth with all 
your heart: for consider how great things 
he hath done for you” (v. 24). He more- 
over warned that if they still did wick- 
edly they and their king would be con- 
sumed. Let all heed the counsel of God. 
Pray for The Firs Bible Conference, 
Bellingham, Wash. 


Sun.—Psalm 106:1-5. 
Rebellion and Mercy. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “His mercy en- 
dureth for ever.” We think that the 
rebellion of the groups on Koje Island 
is fierce, but if we look at our own 
rebellion against God’s will and ways 
we might see some intimation of the 
same sort of wildness of attitudes 
toward God. The spirit of “We will 
not have this man to reign over us” 
is more evident in this world than we 
seem to realize. This attitude toward 
God as indicated in Psalm 2 is evident, 
in most countries today. But God’s 
mercy shines out in the midst of this 
thick darkness. His goodness is in- 
tended to lead to repentance. Pray 
for Le Tourneau Camp, Canandaigua, 
N. Y. 
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